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Written and Orated by Yen-Fu Chen

I used to be envious of my parents. Envious because they grew up with real
heroes, heroes like John. F. Kennedy and Franklin Roosevelt, while I grew
up with fake ones. Batman, superman, and spiderman to name a few.

Why do I call my heroes fake? Were superman’s deeds any less than that of
either men? Maybe not, but my definition of a hero does not just involve
accomplishing great deeds. My definition of heroisms involves something
more, something called sacrifice. Everyone of us here is capable of
accomplishing great deeds, few of us are willing to make that sacrifice.
Sacrifice. Sacrifice is the willingness to give up something to help another.
It can come as small as giving up your lunch money so that a stranger can
live another day. And it can come as big as giving up your life so that
people you don’t even know can live in peace and safety.

I said I used to be envious of my parents. Used to be, but not anymore.

Now I have my own hero: Lance Corporal Jeffrey Lam. His selfless courage
and eventual sacrifice make him a hero in my eyes. Sure he could not fly
like superman, could not climb walls like spiderman, but all that make his
deeds that much greater, because in the end he was human like each of us
here. And his sacrifice is something neither superman or spiderman can ever
do.

I cannot begin to fathom the pain and sorrow the family is going through
right now, nor do I know how effective my words of consolation will be.
However, if anything, [ wish to impart a greater sense of pride in everyone
here for your son, and your husband. His story is one of courage and it is a
story that will live on in the hearts and minds of the younger generations.

Thank you.
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